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ABSTRACT 

This paper describes the Pre Technical Learning Lab 
at the Utah Technical College at Provo which is aiied at providing 
individualized instruction and tutoring to meet the varied needs of 
the students. The contents include: "Assessnent of Student Needs," 
which discusses pupil teacher conferences, nitial reading 
assessment, reading tests used for assessieiic, use of the test 
results, and instructional activities; "Hourly schedule for Student 
Class Work," which reviews appropriation of instructional time, 
grouping criteria, assignments and learning tasks, student teacher 
conferences, reading activities, student evaluation of the reading 
program, and an example of a form used for recording learning 
activities; and "Conclusions," which presents the two main overall 
objectives of the reading program and specific activities for 
improving student reading skills. (HR) 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Pre Technical Learning Lab at the Utah 
Technical College at Provo Is committed to providing 
Individualized Instruction and tutorlnc) to meet the 
varied needs of the students. Modestly beginning as 
a one teacher operation serving three to ten students 
per hour a day In math, reading and English; It has 
metamorphoslzed Into a multl-dlscipl Inary, four 
teacher lab which served over four hundred students 
last quarter. It Is the purpose of this paper to 
describe the Lab reading progro/n and to briefly 
outl Ine I ts offerings. 
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FROM V/lll'.RE THHY AKF TO WHtRE THEY AIN'T 

Students come to the Lab seeking ta.^lp often 
times not knowing why or exactly what they expect 
to find. A first contact Is a conference with a 
Lab instructor. During this conference planning 
between the student and the instructor Involves 
setting up diagnostic testing in one or perhaps 
all m.ijor areas within the Lab. Each area usually 
has a hand In the administration of the student's 
assessment. 

Students who .cquest a reading assessment 

are usually administered a one-to-one oral reading 

Inventory such as the revised Sllvaroli Classroftm 

Inventory Record. Further testing Is usually 

administered using any of the follov/Ing: 

Cooperative English Test Form 2A 
(vocabulary and comprehension) 

Durrcll An-ily^is of Rcoding Difficulty 

Gates and MacGinlte /^.eading Tests 

Gllmore Oral Reading 

Gray Oral Reoding 

Iowa Silent R^<3Jing Tost - New Edition 
SRA Silent Road I no Test 
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lu»3ii)tri c\rc\ lih.irecl v.'iih tUa sLudent. A 
stuJent riicjy foe) confident nbout his fudd 'ncj and 
not desire aiiy further sLtjdy in thii, arcn. Students 
who wish reading instruction cjre given details oF 
possible programs and options v;hich could help in 
gaining strengths, in weak areas. Students may request 
auxiliary help in the form of q tutor. 

In order to meet student needs all Lab courses 
have variable credit and continuous enrol InenL 
throughout the quarter. A student may plan variable 
hourly attendance if desired. 

A student centered Interest Inventory aids In 
helping to Identify areas of a student's reading 
Interests and habits. This inventory aids In 
constructing activities that an Individual or group 
of Individuals might enjoy reading about. 

Placing a student Involves the establishment 
of Instructional and Independent reading levels 
in reading and comprehension. The student will 
receive teacher/teaching assistant supervision 
during instructional reading and comprehension 
activities. Independent act Ivl ties can be accomplished 
by the student without direct teacher supervision. 
Basic classwork schema allows for Individual study, 
one-to-one (tutoring) learning, pairing of students, 
group work, and sub grouping. 
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Grouping tdkcs place by use of the follv/oing criteria: 
Group I - Beginning redder, English as a 

Second Lanyuiigf Reader, or otherwise 
rc-^idcrs v/lth very fe\; i>kllls. 
Group !i - Developniental rt^oding students 

and students referred for help In 
content nrea reading. 
Group III - Highly skilled reading student. 

. Methods of rolcjting reading materials with the 
student provides an opportunity for Turther Individ- 
ual li-al ion of student learning activities. Working 
with weaknesses, new learning, and other Instructional 
level areas are handled in a one-to-one situation 
and small groups. Supplenontory reading iu that 
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roodiny activky chosen by M-o sUitienr such or; d 
pciperh^ick novel, short story, play, or content 
area texts. I nJepondont It.irninq actlvi ties Includes 
options In basic skill Inilldinq moterlals which din 
be handled by the student v.ith llttio teacher 
guidance. 

As the obove chart siicjciests duriny a class 
hour Group I will spend npproyJnatel y forty minutes 
working directly in teachor contact. Some learning 
activities iniyht include exercises and drills in 
word attack skills, group and indlviduol raading, 
vocabulary, controlled reader session, discussions, 
con;prohenslon activities and short term wrltlnrt 
projects. 

Group II and Group III will llkftwise concentr.ito 
on similar reading activities according to the 
students' readlncj level. Less direct teacher contact 
Is provided for these groups. 

Students may select to v/ork in a content 
area during supplementary rtuiding periods. Students 
may ask for Instruction in text book chapter reading, 
study reading, test taking, note tal.ing, vocabulary 
study and time management. In addition the reading 
lab has content area textbooks, alternate copies, large 
print texts, supplementary literature, some quizzes 
and tests In many areas. Upon request a.iy required 
textbook reading will be taped for a studt;nt. 
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As'.. I(|ni;n;pf-; ..ind I cdni i firj Ui^ks in .-til nroi.pr? 
l-ocus ciround '.he; liu-.racy sl.IIU cl" louding, 
v.cUincj, listenifM. s,.o.nKinfj .nnd thinkinc). As ni:tny 
of these skills will be intcTwovan within an .ictiviiy 
OS is i-'o-siblc. For oxciniplc, an asslgnmont mny dsk 
the stuJont to write o letter scekinq Infonv.at ion, 
to rccjister <j complaint, or promote <)00(J will. 
Students can share their letters with one another 
during a group exchange period. A follow-up 
activity would bo to respond to their own letter In 
writing or exchange letters ;.nd reply to the classmate's 
letter with use of a telephone conversation with that 
classmjte. 

Student and master teacher conferences are a 
fivjst. Dally feedback from student to teacher and/or 
teaching cissistant via verba! comrr.ents is one means. 
RcguLir student and master teacher conferences arc 
scheduled at the beginning and end of each quarter, 
as-VN'cll as at the end of each learning activity. 

Such learning activities can be listed on the 
following sample of an assignnient sheet: 
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NAMt 


DATE 
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Specific Skills: 


Materials: 
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rOMMENTS: 



lnstructlon.,1. independent and supplementary 
reading activities are li.ted beneath the left 
colu™. Material, and re.,.r.« are listed In detail 
beneath the right fl».>„™e„t sheets are 

l^'-.ft In the student's l^cld.r until the act i vi t les 
«re completed or reconstructed. At the center 
of- the sheet is a space for student consents.- This 

another means in which a student can give feedback 
to the master teacher and/or teaching assistant about 
how he feels toward, his reading activities. 

Finished activities or reconstruction of activities 
require a student and master teacher conference. 
I^t this time student Input helps to evaluate his work 
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oncl fcoli(K;s about the co,;.p!c>L..:d tJukr.. Artor 
inlorcMl rocdl.uj Inventory has been udniinfsterwl to 
Lho t.tudent, tho c-.tu(!c:nt nr a group of students, 

nnstur teacher ond teochln.j assistant plan the nc/.t 
objectives, (loals. and leoriinci tasks to be undertaken 
Student; voice Is vitol in this phase of setting up 
leorniny octivl tlei. 

Students are osked quarterly to evaluote the 
reading progrom activities, materlols, resources, 
involved teaching assistant and raster teacher by 
means of a written evaluation. Space Is provide J for 
personal conin-.ents. Therefore, the entire reading 
program process Is under continuous evaluation end 
revision according to student needs and Interests. 

Last spring quarter new growth took place In 
the reading program in the form of a credited speed 
reading course offered through the Humanities Department 
This progress was due to an Interest and subsequent 
request by trade Instructors for such a course to aid 
their students In gaining reading prof Iclency. ^kl 1 Is. 
This course has blooir.ed with student interest and 
enrollment since that time. Planning Is under way for 
future additions of credited companion courses In 
reading comprehension and vocabulary development 
and also In study f>kl lis. 
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AhJ.oiuih nil Idb credits ore not transfo ruble to 
other collojiote i nsl i tur. Ions , =.,b yr<xlcs cire reported 
on the f.oPie record sheeis cis credited courses. 

Students aid in estobl i shin?j grades for 
then-selves. A final conference between the student 
ond ncister teoc^ir nids in establishing o reading 
grade and also has proven to be an excellent time 
for planning upcominci quarter endeavors. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Two nijln overall objectives of the Pre Technical 
Readlncj Program is to help students Identify strengths 
and difficulties in reading -nd with the did of 
student Input develop an ir.dlvlduallzed program with 
maximun teacher assistance. Specific activities to 
"get them from where they ore to where they ain't" 
include: 

1. student and master teacher conference, 

2. diagnostic testing, 

3. identification of student difficulties, 

^. prescription of a program with aid of student 
input, 

5. regular student and master teacher and/or 
teacfiing assistant conferences to evaluate 
student successes and progress, 

6. one-to-one tutoring, 
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8, rutt rrai to couiVjolors whiM Jwsired 

sii:di»nt 01' when ujnnnlnq to enter vocotlorial 

S. use of sofUAire, hurdw-rjrci nnd oil other 

availoble resourcor. to ussist in the 

indjvicluc:) I/ation of protjrams, 
10, flc;;ibility and adoptabi 1 1 ty in progri^m 

p1i:innlng dnd schedulinc;, 
IK desire of teachers to meet the needs of 

studtint^, 

12, continuous evaluation of re^jdiny proyronis, 
activities, resources and teachers by students, 

13. grov/th of the reading program by the addition 
of a credited speed reading course and 
planning for future additions of credited 
companion courses In reading efficiency and 
vocabuU^ry development, and study skills, 

At present ve are sprvJn^ about 15 percent of 
the studentbody, V/e hope thfjt with continued develop- 
mont of the Pre Technical Learning Lab to serve at 
least 5U percent of the stuflentbody • 
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